
South 
Processing 

Plant Dole

Pacific 
Coast 

Fruit Co.

Triple B 
Corp./S.T. 
Produce

RLB Food 
Distrib.

FreshPro

River 
Ranch

Transitional ConventionalCertified 
Organic

North 
Processing 

Plant

Natural Selection Foods 
(partnership of Earthbound Farm, 

Tanimura & Antle, and Mission Ranch)
San Juan Batista, CA

Acquisition from 
Pride of San 

Juan
April 1, 2006

E. coli O157:H7

26 states with confirmed cases of E. coli O157:H7 from spinach

Recalled brands with spinach ingredientsRecalled bagged spinach brands

Paicines Ranch
San Benito Co.

Dole distribution
center, 

Marina, CA

Dole distribution center, 
Springfield, OH

Wickstrom Ranch
San Benito Co.

Taix Ranch
San Benito 

Co.

Shift A, August 15, 
2006

Kenter 
Canyon 
Farms, 

Inc.

30,000 acres
150+ contracts

Salinas Valley, CA
Southern CA

AZ
BC, Canada

Mexico
for Earthbound Farm brand

Primarily beef 
cattle operation,
450 acres leased 

by Mission 
Organics, which is 

85% owned by 
Natural Selection 
Foods partners 

Mission Ranch and 
Earthbound Farm

Shift A, August 15, 2006
E. coli O157:H7???

Natural Selection backs out 
of acquisition, September, 

2006
Pride of San Juan sells plant 
to Church Brothers, January, 

2007

Charlie's

My 
Brothers 

Pizza

Mills 
Family 
Farm

Tanimura 
& Antle*

Pride of 
San Juan

Pro-Mark

Green 
Harvest

*Brands with ownership ties to Natural Selection Foods

Mann

Chef on 
the Run

Trader 
Joe's NWG

Kenter 
Canyon 
Farms

Balducci's

Fresh N' 
Easy

Hy-Vee

T/H

QFC

Larry's 
Market

Cheney 
Brothers

River 
Ranch

Snoboy

Ready 
Pac

Nature's 
Basket

Emeril

Pres-
ident's 
Choice

D'Arrigo 
Bros. Co. 

of N.Y.

Jansal 
Valley

Rave 
Spinach

Cross 
Valley

Compli-
ments

Riverside 
Farms

Trader 
Joe's

Belliss-
ima

Superior

Fresh 
Point

Sysco

The 
Farmer's 
Market

O 
Organic Premium 

Fresh

Natural 
Selection 
Foods*

Earth-
bound 
Farm*

Number of Cases

1-5
6-10

11-20
20-50

Eade Ranch
Monterey 

Co.

The 2006 E. coli outbreak in Natural Selection Foods’ bagged spinach commodity chain
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